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THE FIRST LADY
CALLS ON A FEW
EXCELLENT WOMEN

-It's back to the White House for another
celebrity-packed affair hosted by First Lady
Michelle Obama, and this time she's really
outdone herself. In honor of Women's History
Month, a group majorly accomplished women
are gathered in the Diplomatic Room this

morning, too busy meeting and greeting to mind
the spread of fruit juice, scones and coffee.

"There's Alicia Keys talking to Health and
Human Services Secretary Kathleen Sebelius,
Tracee Ellis Ross giddily hugging Phylicia
Rashad, Kerry Washington chatting up Alfre
Woodard, and Sheryl Crowe, Debbie Allen,
opera singer Denyce Graves, Fran Drescher, Lisa
Leslie, makeup CEO Bobbi Brown and BET
executive Debra Lee. To name a few. After a
greeting from the First Lady, they will all
dispatch out to Washington-area schools and
speak to students about career goals and
reaching their dreams.
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My Home Is Your Home

“Even though they’ve got this wonderful image of the White House, they
need to be reminded that we’re close and this isn’t a distant rclati()nship,”
said Mrs. Obama to (left to right) actress Kerry Washington, White House
Social Secretary Desiree Rogers and actress Sarah Jones before dispatching
them and several other women to speak to students at Washington, D.C.,

schools.

Achieving The Dream

Actress Kerry Washington was one of the women invited by the First Lady
to celebrate Women’s History Month at the White House. Washington was
assigned to the Bethesda-Chevy Chase School in Maryland, where she spoke
to students about their career goals.

Committed to Change

Actress Alfre Woodard is seen in the Diplomatic Room of the White
House as one of the 21 women who are joining the First Lady in
speaking with students about their future endeavors. Woodard visited
the Albert Einstein School in Maryland.

A Class Act

Is that the Nanny? Yes, it is! Actress Fran Drescher, right, and
musician Sheryl Crow, center, chat warmly with the First Lady. Crow
spoke to students at the Woodrow Wilson High School in Washington,




Before Mrs. Obama left to speak to
students at Anacostia High School,
she shared a word or two with R&B
singer Alicia Keys, who posed as the
First Lady in the most recent issue of

Glamour magazine.
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SURPRISE VISIT

The First Lady gives Alicia Keys a big hug
for committing her entire day to speaking
with the students at Dunbar High School.
The students were told a “celebrity” was
coming to visit them, but had no idea that
Keys, actress Kerry Washington, actress
Sarah Jones and a host of others were on

their way.




The Power of a Hug

Not to be left out, NASA astronaut
Mae C. Jemison gets a hug from the
First Lady before Jemison headed to
the Woodrow Wilson High School to
talk to their students about her career
at NASA and being the first Black

woman to go into Space.

Pushing To Be Next

Mrs. Obama reaches out to students
during her visit to Anacostia High School
in Washington, D.C. After the students
introduced themselves, Mrs. Obama
explained how they came to have this
meecting with her.

“WHAT | DO KNOW ABOUT ALL OF YOU IS THAT YOU’'RE HERE BECAUSE
SOMEBODY IN YOUR SCHOOL THOUGHT THAT YOU HAD A LOT OF POTENTIAL;
THAT EACH OF YOU HAVE STRUGGLED WITH SOMETHING, BUT YOU’VE
OVERCOME IT AND PUSHED TO THE NEXT LEVEL. AND FOR ME THAT WAS
IMPORTANT. | DIDN’T JUST WANT THE KIDS WHO HAD ALREADY ARRIVED, BUT
THE KIDS WHO WERE PUSHING TO GET TO THE NEXT PLACE,” SHE SAID
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WHAT DEFINES A WOMAN

AND WOMENOF EXCELLENCE
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One of the students at Anacostia High
School asked Mrs. Obama how did you get
to where you are today? She replied, “I had

somebody around me who helped me un-

derstand early on that hard work, disci-

pline and the choices that I made in life

were really the only things that defined

TODAY'S LESSON IS....

The First Lady hugs Truddie Dee Hawkins,
a student at Anacostia High School in

Washington, D.C.

THE FIRST LADY SPOKE TO THE STUDENTS ABOUT HOW HER DAUGHTERS HAVE TO WAKE HER-
SELF UP EVERY MORNING AND PREPARE FOR SCHOOL. SHE TAUGHT TRUDDIE AND THE OTHER
STUDENTS A LESSON IN OWNERSHIP SAYING, “RESPONSIBILITY IS SOMETHING YOU PRACTICE, NO
MATTER WHAT IT’S LIKE, YOU’RE NOT GOING TO WAKE UP AND JUST BE HAPPY ABOUT GETTING
UP AT 5:45 A.M. NO ONE IS. | DON’T LIKE GETTING UP THAT EARLY. BUT | GET UP BECAUSE |
HAVE TO AND IT’S A PART OF BEING RESPONSIBLE.”
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AND WOMEN OF EXCELLENCE

Lets celebrate the wondertful leadership we have finally received. And
since I truly believe that both (President Obama and First Lady Michelle
Obama) are dynamic and wonderful. I thought I would dress this story

up and send it on to you all. Hope you enjoyed it!
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